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the propositions contained in it is a personal
menace to the individual. It not only gives an
order, but it gives a curse or a blessing, and
of one or other of these it foretells the sure
fulfilment. It is, as Cardinal Newman has said,
not only a king, but a prophet and a priest like-
wise. The truth of this statement, be it re-
membered, is quite independent of any theolo-
gical doctrine. As a doctrine it may be true or
false, but it certainly is true as an analysis of
what conscience has been felt to be by the
common consciousness of the mass of conscien-
tious men. Now, according to Clifford's theory,
conscience must be powerless as a king, and an
impostor as a priest and a prophet. All its
influence is, in fact, founded on a false prestige ;
and what Clifford and his school have fondly
and foolishly imagined is that they can destroy
the prestige and yet retain the power. They
imagine they can remove the fulcrum, and yet
employ the lever.

The same singular oversight, the same in-
ability to grasp one entire side of the question,
is to be found even more plainly when Clifford
deals with Christianity as a fact in the history
of progress. The Jews, he informs us, were an